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absent from the house, his son sent the reply: ' Such a
person ought to be punished with death.' A short time
afterwards Hormuz again made amorous proposals to his
queen, which she again repelled, therefore he killed her.
Repentance, however, overtook him, which he kept secret
for a time, but one day asked the above question from his
wazir, and received the answer: ' Any person disobeying
the behests of a righteous king ought to suffer capital
punishment, except a woman, a child, a drunken man, and
a fool/ The king again asked : ' What is the punishment
of him who causes the blood of an innocent person to be
shed?' The wazir replied: 'Death!' Accordingly the
king ordered the son of the wazir to be hanged on a gibbet,
and commanded the people to report what the latter would
say on beholding the sight. When the wazir arrived at
the spot, he exclaimed: ' What am I to say concerning a
man with whom I am unable to contend either in this
world or in the next ? Not in this because he is my king,
and not in the next because the right is on his side.'
These words having been reported to the king, he consoled
the wazir, and ordered his son to be taken down from the
gibbet and decently buried. According to the statement
of the author of the 'Meadows of Gold,'262 this king
reigned seven years and five months. His epithet was
1 Mountaineer/

REIGN OF SflApOu ZULLAKTAF.-^
After Hormuz had departed to the abode of eternity,
without leaving a child who might become the heir of the
kingdom, the Eranians became apprehensive that the realm
would fall into the hands of strangers. They nevertheless
did not give up all hopes, but inquired whether any of the
ladies of the royal harem were pregnant. Being examined,
the mother of Sh&pur said: ' I am in a state of pregnancy,
and I believe that my infant will be a male, because it is

^ I.e., Masu'di.

263 Reigned from A.D. 309-379.    See Gibbon, ch. xviii., xix., xxiv.,
xxv.